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Bald Eagles Return to Mooseheart  

      Returning to their nest they built last year, two American bald eagles make 
Mooseheart their spring and summer home.  They are the national bird and a 
symbol of the United States of America.  Illinois has about 200 bald eagle nests, 
concentrated mostly downstate along the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, said 
Mike Ward, an avian ecologist at the Illinois Natural History Survey. ñFor bald 
eagles to nest in Northeast Illinois is out of the ordinary,ò he said. ñItôs a sign we 
are cleaning up our rivers and streamsò.   

      On the verge of extinction almost fifty years ago, its population has           
rebounded, and in 2007, the U.S. Interior Department removed the bald eagle 
from the endangered species list.  In order to gain access to the campus, avid 
bird photographers, Duane Treest and Ron Dickenson joined the Moose.  
Treest, 66, of Yorkville, said he believed the birds were sitting on eggs that 
could hatch soon.   
      Bald Eagles are not actually bald.  The name is derived from an older      
meaning of the word, ñwhite-headedò.  The plumage of the adult is evenly brown 
with a white head and tail.  The beak, feet and irises are a bright yellow.  The 
male and female have the same coloration.  Their gender can be distinguished 
by size, as the female is 25% larger than the male.  The wingspan averages 
seven feet in length.   
      Bald eagles builds the largest nest of any North American bird, up to 13 feet 
deep and 8 feet wide weighing over a ton.  The average lifespan is 20 years, but 
can live as old as 30 in the wild and even older in captivity.   

      The bald eagle is extremely sensitive to human activity. They are attracted 
to the mature hardwood trees in proximity of water.  Fish is their main diet and 
they are said to have excellent vision for objects in the distance. 

(Source Chicago Tribune, April 15,ó10:  Gerry Smith, Reporter & Chuck Berman, Photographer, 

description and habitat information extracted from www.Wikipedia.com) 
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Greetings from the President 
Well our year is almost over and what a year it has been!  We have met so many new friends and 

fellowshipped with our old ones as we have traveled this great state of 
ours.  In the past few months we have traveled from the top to the bottom 
and east side to the west side and several lodges in between.   
 
No matter where we go, the message is always the same, ñthank you for 
all you do for the Illinois Moose Association, for the children at         
Mooseheart and for our seniors at Moosehavenñ.  Without your help the 
philanthropic principles of the Loyal Order of Moose couldnôt be carried 
out in our lodges, chapters and Moose Legions as well as in each of our 
lives. 

 
Congratulations to our 8 new Pilgrim Brothers.  We look forward to coming to your lodges to help 
you celebrate this momentous occasion in your life.  Congratulations also to our Moose            
Legionnaires who have received their Fellowship Degree at Nashville or soon will at our State 
Convention in Springfield.  Wear your blue blazer proudly and one day, you too, may experience 
the calling to the House of God on that beautiful day in the month of May at the hour of noon.   
 
We look forward to a great Annual Convention in Springfield.  William B Airey will be our official 
visitor and he is always a very motivational speaker.  Wilma Chestnut, current Grand Regent of 
the Women of the Moose will be the OV for the Women.  Iôm sure she will be very informative and 
the women always have fun in their meetings.   
 
It has truly been a pleasure to serve as President of the Illinois Moose Association and to work 
side by side with Deputy Grand Regent Mary Becker.  I look forward to working with President-
Elect, Gorden Berry, to make sure his expectations and goals are carried out during his year at 
the helm of the association.  I hope each of you will get behind him and make sure that he will 
have a successful year. 
 
Thank you for supporting our state-wide charity, Make a Wish, as well as each of the International 
supported ones also.  With your help, we have done well for each of these entities.  The Children 
at Mooseheart, The Child City and School, Moosehaven, Special Olympics, Safe Surfinô, Youth 
Awareness, Gimme 5, have all received our support through-out this year and your donations to 
each at Convention will be greatly appreciated to help us go over the top and make the operation 
of each a little less cumbersome.  ñNo man ever stands so straight and tall, as when he stoops to 
pick up a child!ò  No matter how much we think we may struggle due to economic times such as 
we have been experiencing, when we do what we are called to do as members of the greatest 
organization in the world, everyone will benefit. 
 

Fraternally,  

Brad Bowker,  

President Illinois Moose Association  
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                                                           MOOSE? 

    Hi!  My name is Ron Kozuszek and I have the honor from Moose International of serving the 
State of Illinois as Regional Manager. 

    Have you ever heard of Moose International, how about Mooseheart or Moosehaven?  More 
than likely you have heard of the Moose on the corner with good food and cold beer. 

    If you are reading this article you are at least a Moose member. Then why is it when I travel 
around the state I get the same type of answers? 

1) Moose International? 

           Those are the ?. - ___ -Xôs who want all our money. 

2) Mooseheart? 

 Thatôs an orphanage up north by Chicago. 

3) Moosehaven? 

 Thatôs an old folks home in Florida. 

4 ) Moose down on the corner?  

           Great place, good food, low prices on drinks. They do a lot of      

           stuff here in town. 

Congratulations!  One out of four isn't bad.  Number four is the only answer that is partially correct.  

    If you missed the first three questions please donôt feel that you are the only one in a boat upon 
the sea of fraternalism.  Many members join our great fraternity without knowing who we truly are.  
Please let me give you a synopsis of the first three questions.   

    Moose International is the legal, financial and policy making division of the Moose.  Its primary 
job is to protect the children and seniors placed within their care.  Every city in the world has a 
governing agency.  Mooseheart, the Child City and Moosehaven, the City of Contentment are both 
under the careful management of Moose International.   

    Mooseheart is in no way an orphanage.  It is a child city of 1,000 acres located in the beautiful 
Fox River valley 40 miles west of Chicago.  The purpose of itôs inspiring operation has been      
developed over the years to meet the needs of children whose only aspiration in life is to be 
happy.   

    Moosehaven is not like no other retirement community as you will ever see. Located in Florida 
on the banks of the beautiful St. John River.  Its sole purpose is to reward our senior moose   
members with a place that they can spend their golden years in contentment.   

    All three of these endeavors of the Moose are funded by its members and you as members are 
so greatly appreciated whatever you can do to support our children and our seniors.   

    Please take time to either look on the Internet or ask someone what it truly means to be a 
Moose.  We appreciate the fact that you have joined a local Moose lodge but encourage you to 
look at the broader picture to understand what it truly means to be a Moose.   

    Both Jeanne and I hope that your summer months will include many fond memories at the     
activities at your lodge and you may rest at night knowing your children at Mooseheart and the 
seniors at Moosehaven are resting as well. 

Fraternally, 

Ron Kozuszek 

Illinois Regional Manager 
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Deputy Grand Regent Letter  

Well summer is here.  We have new boards of officers and a new chapter year.  
Make a pledge to make this THE YEAR.  This the year we enroll more members, 
this the year we are more active in our community, the year we earn our honors, 
the year we get more involved in the community, the year, well we all get the    
picture.  All of these are things we SHOULD be doing and looking for ways to   
improve what we do.  So work together, turn things around and make this THE 
YEAR! 

DEADLINE APPROACHING ï DEADLINE July 25th for last yearôs numbers for Bus Tickets. 

Have you gotten your bus tickets yet? I have a more tickets and my bus never gets too full. Send your    
information to me today to get your bus tickets. Here is how you earn them:  

As a Chapter you can get on the bus by doing the following:  

a. Sponsoring new members  

b. Make our meetings fun  

c. Try a new fund raising project éI want to hear all about it  

d. Retention levels lowered  

e. Two Representatives at the International Convention in Nashville  

f. Two Representatives at the convention February 2010  

g. Full board of officers and all chairs filled  

h. ½ or more of the requested donation to Catherine Smith Residence Hall remitted  

As you accomplish each of the above itemsé.I will turn around and give you credit for a ticket for the bus. 
In August there will be a special surprise for the Chapter drawn.  

For Co-Workers I will have a bus ticket for you for any reinstatements and re-enrollments. Again you will be 
put in for the drawing in August for a special prize. Letôs get those Co-Workers backéand keep them back. 
Make your meetings interesting. You can do itéwith little or no effortémakes your meetings a place where 
friends meet.  

The last few years have been a challenge for uséloss of membership, depleting funds, canôt find           
officersé.but it is not like that everywhere.  If you know a lodge/chapter where this is not a problemé
notice how friendly they are.  How many fundraisers they haveé..what they raffleé..and anything they do 
to make people feel welcome.  Try it!  It canôt hurté.what have you got to lose.  Make your Lodge and 
Chapter the one to belong to and where friends meet friends and make new ones.  The place where there 
is something always going on. 

This year has gone by so fast.   It has been a pleasure to travel the state and get to meet everyone and to 
spend time with them.  I have always been treated very well and I sincerely appreciate the warmth and 
kindness you have shown me. 

I have tried to find a better way to say thank you but the words wonôt come.  This year has been a         
wonderful experience that I shall remember always.  Meeting so many Co-Workers has truly been a    
blessing.  We have worked through good times and not so good times but we worked through it all.  We 
are Co-Workers and  Loyal Order of Moose, working for a common goal.  We shall prevail.   

God bless you all and thank you for a wonderful year. 
 
Mary Becker  
IMA Deputy Grand Regent 

 
                                     ñGive me a sense of humor, Lord, Give me the grace to see a joke,                                         

To get some pleasure out of life  And pass it on to other folk. ñ 
~Anonymous 

http://www.freequotesomg.com/quotes_by_authors/Anonymous_Quotes/
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 Letter from the I.M.A. Secretary  
The ñBe A Piece of the Solutionò Campaign year has come to a close and 
the Membership Committee should continue to have a short-term campaign 
in place while we await the announcement of the new campaign at the Intlô 
Convention. It is so important that a Lodge recognize their sponsors for their 
efforts. The Lodge should begin now to advertise their Preferred Members 
party for next year. Proper orientation is mandatory for the new candidates. 
You must tell them of the activities of your Lodge and tell them why they 

should join your Lodge. Marketing and promotion of membership is more than the signing of a name 
on an application, it is satisfying a need of todayôs society. The Lodges must do a little cleaning and 
painting and the Lodges must meet the needs of our members by offering activities for the entire  
family. They must provide an atmosphere that is friendly. Our Lodges must set the standard for   
leadership in community service. We can no longer afford to be the best-kept secret in town or just 
another neighborhood bar. 

        The date for the 79th annual Convention of the Illinois Moose Association is August 26-29, 2010. 
The Headquarters Hotel for the Loyal Order of Moose is the Hilton Hotel and for the Women of the 
Moose is the Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Springfield, IL. The special guest for the men is William Airey,        
Director General, from Whitehall, OH Lodge 1245. The special guest for the women is Wilma     
Chestnut, Past Grand Regent, from Fayetteville, NC Chapter 1292. 

        The Administrator and the Governor, by virtue of the General Laws, are the representatives of 
their Lodges at this convention and should be in attendance at all meetings. If unable to attend any 
Lodge officer, Past Governor, or good standing member may serve as an alternate representative. 
Representatives to the convention are entitled to expense reimbursement pursuit to the General 
Laws of our Order.  

        As set forth by the General Governor it is the policy that only ñregisteredò good standing       
members and their qualified guests are entitled to be admitted into hospitality rooms (lodge, district, 
or association) at association and international conventions and conferences. (Remember - You are 
either a member or a guest.)  Therefore, spouses who are also members must be registered to attend 
association social functions and enter hospitality rooms.  Member spouses who are not registered 
may not attend association social functions or enter hospitality rooms as the guest of their member 
spouse who is registered.  

       Everyone is encouraged to pre-register and purchase your tickets early. Everyone must       
purchase tickets early for the Illini  Star Dinner as they will not be available at the Convention. 
Deadline is  July 15, 2010 . Cancelation deadline for registration and functions is August 23, 2010. 
You will find Convention forms on the IMA website at www.illinoismoose.org. 

       We will be holding marches of checks on Friday and Saturday. Donations forms are available on 
the IMA website at www.illinoismoose.org. Please fill out a form, as this will help us to insure that you 
get proper recognition for your contributions. We will accept donations for, Prom Night, Endowment 
Fund, Safe Surfinô, Special Olympics, Scholarship Fund, and Mooseheart Trees. Checks for these 
projects should be made payable to Moose Charities. Checks for Illinois Day, Illinois Residence, 
Flight 93 and Youth Awareness should be made payable to the Illinois Moose Association . 
Please make separate checks for each project and indicate in the note portion the project the funds 
are to be used for. 

The Illinois Moose Association ñ5 & 25 Clubò party will be held on Friday evening, August 27, 
2010 cocktails will be at 6:30 p.m., dinner will be at 7:00 p.m., entertainment will follow dinner. Those 
who qualify must sign and return their reservation card by July 15, 2010.  This party is by      
invitation only and the card you receive in the mail is not your dinner ticket you must pick up 

your tickets in the registration area.  

 

Fraternally, Gerald Ashlock,  IMA Secretary 

http://www.illinoismoose.org/
http://www.illinoismoose.org/
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Community Service Projects 

     Community service is the third pillar of our great fraternity, along with 
supporting Mooseheart and Moosehaven. Community service helps     
sustain our non-profit organization status and helps those less fortunate.   

     We are at the end of another year.  We thank all of you for your        
donations of time and money.  We had a good year and got the job done 
with your support. 

      At the beginning of the year, I asked all lodges, Moose Legions and 
chapters to make sure to send in $100.00 for each of our special projects: 
Make a Wish, Special Olympics, Safe Surfin and Flight 93.  As a bonus, 

please take advantage of the Tommy Moose and Youth Awareness Programs to help strengthen 
your ties to the communities in which you live.  Most lodges participated and for this we are very 
grateful. 

   As previously mentioned, we know times are difficult economically.  It takes a little more effort 
to keep the doors open and the lights on, but yet many of you still go the extra mile to make    
contributions to our various charities.                                                                                                                                      

The names of our chairman this year are : 

MAKE A WISH ð DAN SCHOCK 

SPECIAL OLYMPICSðGEORGE SCHRADER 

SAFE SURFINðWAYNE SCHLOSSER 

FLIGHT 93ðJOHNNY LARISON 

YOUTH AWARENESS ïRALPH and DAWN NEWTON  

     I would also like to thank all of the DISTRICT and LODGE chairmen for our 
special projects,  A job well done.  

    Donôt forget to turn in your community service report in on time, get the 
credit you deserve for the hard work you do.  We need to get our community 
service delinquency reports down to a minimum.  Community Service is a main 
ingredient to a successful lodge operation. 

    We like to thank all of you once more for the hard work and donations you have made to make 

it happen.  Keep up good work.  

     Fraternally submitted, 

     Johnny Larison 

     IMA Community Service Chairman 


