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THE DEGREES OF 
FUN &SERVICE:  

THE MOOSE LEGION 
        

January is Moose Legion month. It 
is the time we put an effort to      
encourage all Moose Members to 

consider becoming a member of ñThe Degree of Fun and Serviceò, the 
Moose Legion, if they qualify.  
 

What is the Moose Legion you may ask? The Moose Legion is the second 
degree in the Moose fraternity. It is the first step necessary to earn the     
Fellowship Degree of Honor and the Pilgrim Degree of Merit. In other 
words, it is the stepping stone to success. No other way can you earn the 
Fellowship Degree or the Pilgrim Degree with out becoming a Moose      
Legionnaire.  
 

Every lodge should have an active Lodge Moose Legion Activities         
Committee. They are, in most cases, members of the Board of Officers, 
Committee Chairman and are active in asking their friends, relatives, and 
associates to become Moose members.  
 

Because they are mostly the leaders in the fraternity, they are normally   
involved with the life of the Moose Lodge. The qualifications are that a 
Moose member fulfills the two primary obligations of being a Moose      
member, one is increasing the strength of the order by proposing for        
membership qualified individuals with high personal character and to giving 
of your energy and substance in support of Mooseheart and Moosehaven. 
Therefore it is a honor to be a Moose Legionnaire. 
 

If you think you qualify to become a member of this unique group of Moose 
members, please contact me or a Moose Legionnaire in your lodge.      
Let's make this January a big Moose Legionnaire 
month. 

Thank you, for all that you do for your Moose Lodge. 
 

Ed Lehmann,  
International Moose Legion Council   
& Area Manager Serving MN/WI 
715 Canterberry Ct. #312  
West Bend, WI 53090 
email mooseclt@yahoo.com  
Ph.262.338.2416     

mailto:mooseclt@yahoo.com
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Letter from the President  
Well the Christmas holiday is behind us and the New Year has begun.  
This is the time of the year when many resolutions for changes in our 
lives are made.  I hope you have made one that is attainable.  That is 
the problem with a lot of us, we set our goals too high to be able to 
achieve them and then we feel bad when we fail.  Instead of shooting 
for the moon and missing, letôs shoot for the moon and be willing to 
latch onto a star.  If we say, ñIôm going to lose 50 pounds this year!ò 
that sounds like an insurmountable task.  But if we say, ñIôm going to 
strive to lose one pound a week this next year!ò that sounds like 
something that anybody could do. 

 

With goals set and our eyes on the prize, we in the Illinois Moose Association, are ready for the 
ride to the finish line.  With your help, together we can achieve great things.  The time has come 
for the reins to be loosened and the great racing horse allowed to fly like the wind around the 
chartered course to victory.  Help us to be the odds on favorite.  Help us to be number one when 
we go to Nashville.  Help us to get the recognition this great state deserves.  Go out and sponsor 
a new or former member today.  We have lots of membership incentives in place for individuals 
and lodges.  Get your piece of the prize today.   
 

Thank you to each and everyone of you for your cards and prayers during Carolôs illness these 
past few weeks.  She is finally up and around and almost back to normal.  Also, thank you to    
District 4 for your invitation to your Christmas Party at Dixon Lodge.  The evening was a fantastic 
time, the food was great, the entertainment delightful, the games a lot of fun and the rest of what 
goes on in Dixon, stays in Dixon!!  Hammer, Dan, Pink, Blue, enough said.  Come to the party 
next year and find out for yourself.  
 

FUN!  Thatôs what it is all about.  Make your meetings fun and people will want to come to them.  
If you get the people there, the information will get back to the lodges and chapters and everyone 
will benefit.  If the fraternal side of your lodge is doing the things that should be happening, the 
business side or social quarters will be taking care of itself.   
 

Mid-Year Conference is just around the corner.  Please make plans to be there.  We hope that 
everyone that attends will be able to take information back to your lodge or chapter that will be 
beneficial in some manner.  Come ready to party.  Get those old disco duds out and be a party 
animal at our Saturday Night Fever disco night.  Bell bottoms, platform shoes, ófros, beads, the 
works.  Letôs get down and groove to the tunes or maybe even just sit there and watch the others 
make complete fools of themselves.  Whatever your case may be, plan on being there and     
having fun and fellowship with others.      
 

Donôt forget, now is the time to begin thinking about who you want to have for officers for the next 
year in your lodges and chapters.  Talk to them. Mentor them so they will know what lies ahead 
for them.  Talk to members of the nominating committee about members you feel would be good 
candidates for officers.  Talk to the individuals and tell them to get their letter of intent turned into 
the nominating committee.   
 

Let us all strive to be a Piece of the Solution as we ask for blessings on our children at       
Mooseheart and our seniors at Moosehaven, for those that serve us at Moose International and 
for those that serve in our armed forces around the world as they protect our rights to be      
members of the greatest fraternal order in the world, The Loyal Order of Moose.       
 

Fraternally, 
Brad Bowker 
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NEW SOLUTIONS ON THE HORIZON 
 

First of all Jeanne and I hope you all had a most joyous holiday season 
and may we always find the guidance and inspiration through the eyes 
of our Mooseheart students.  Also, thank each and every one of you for 
your prayers and concerns during my recent illness. 
 

It seems amazing that less than seven months ago we left Chicago with 
a pledge to be A Part of the Solution.  In many ways Illinois has           
embraced this campaign but in others we have fallen short of our goals.  
We need a massive concentration on membership from all fraternal 
units.  Hopefully in the future the state will be able to actively support 
membership campaigns. 
 

Everything seemed to be rolling along fairly nonchalantly until the staff 
meeting held in Branson, Missouri in October.  During this meeting 

sweeping changes were made that presented a very clear goal of new solutions.  The program 
that was introduced should bring great success for all fraternal units. 
 

The changes introduced at Branson came fast and furious and should be embraced with great   
enthusiasm.  The three most dynamic changes are:  1) Darrell OôBrien being named as Director of 
Lodge Operations.  Darrellôs primary staff will be made of the Operational Analysts.  The OAôs will 
be primarily working with the individual lodges to monitor the day to day operations to assist them 
to establish a proper operation both fraternally and financially.  2) The second change was the 
naming of Shawn Baile as Director of  Membership.  This will be a totally new endeavor for Shawn.  
His staff will be made of primarily of Regional Managers.  The Regional Managers responsibility 
shall be to help establish proper procedures and operations within the Association and the        
Districts.  We will see many changes in the way Shawn conducts business combining some of his 
past and future obligations.  One of the first changes we should see is the realignment of          
committees within the Association and District.  We hope to have more information on these vital 
topics as the mid year conference in February in Decatur, Illinois.  3) The final change was the         
appointment of Bob Neff as Director of the Moose Legion.  This will be a very positive step of 
bringing the Moose Legion to the foreground of our fraternity.  Illinois should be extremely proud of 
Bob for he is one of the finest Fraternalists the fraternity has today. 
 

I personally look forward to working within this new structure for I feel that it will be the changes 
that we have needed to bring our fraternity into the 21

st
 Century.  Once again thanks for all you do 

for the Moose and if you should have any questions please feel free to call on me at anytime for 
my sincere dedication is to become a friend of each and everyone of you. 
 

May God Bless Mooseheart and Moosehaven and may God bless each and everyone of you. 
 

Ron Kozuszek 
Illinois Regional Manager 

Volunteers Needed for  
International Convention  

Please provide Ron Kozuszek with your name, moose id, email    
address, arrival and departure dates, dates and times you are not 
available and the areas you may have volunteered for at a prior         
convention (i.e.ï Gift Store, Registration, etcéif applicable).                            
Ronôs email is: rkozuszek@mooseintl.org  
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Deputy Grand Regent Letter  

I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  I 
always look forward to the holidays but I am also geared up for a New 
Year.  Welcome 2010 letôs make it a good one. 

Three new Chairman!!!!!!!!!  Please welcome them. 

Marge Walsh - Membership Chairman:  You have been getting           
notifications from Marge about the ñQueen of Sponsorsò. 

Are you going to be our new Queen?  Sponsoring new members is the 
only way to be up for the new Queen.  Marge is looking for Chapter 

Representatives and District Chairman.  To those who have named yours thank you.  To those 
that havenôt, why not?  Appoint someone today give them an opportunity to make a difference. 

Lea Richardson ï Community Service Chairman:   Lea has been sending everyone e-mails.  
She has asked you to participate in the two projects for Women of the Moose from the State of   
Illinois.  The first one is the reading project for the freshman at Mooseheart.  The second is reading 
lights for our seniors at Moosehaven.  Each chapter is asked to donate a minimum of $20.00 per 
project.  Have you sent yours today?  For those that haveé.on behalf Moose Charities thank you.  
We would like to have these projects concluded by February 1.  Please send your donation today. 

Darlene Cipich ï Sports Chairman:  Darlene is going to be organizing our sports in the state.  
Whether it is bowling, golf, darts, pool, or horseshoes, she is the one to go to.  I look forward to 
Darlene bringing us the sports news. 

Convention news é Get your reservations in today.  Come have a good time and learn.   Our 
OV will be Shelia Posey.  She is already working now to make this a great convention.  The     
hostess Chapter will be my home chapter Bloomington.  Come on give it a tryé.Come to         
conventioné  Get on the Energy Bus. 

Have you gotten your bus tickets yet?  I have a lot of tickets and my bus never gets too full.   
Send your information to me today to get your bus tickets.  Here is how you earn them: 

As a Chapter you can get on the bus by doing the following:  

a. Sponsoring new members  

b. Make our meetings fun 

c. Try a new fund raising project é..I want to hear all about it  

d. Retention levels lowered  

e. Two Representatives at the International Convention in Nashville  

f. Two Representatives at the convention February 2010  

g. Full board of officers and all chairs filled  

h. ½ or more of the requested donation to Catherine Smith Residence Hall remitted  

As you accomplish each of the above itemsé.I will turn around and e-mail you a ticket for the 
bus. Next August there will be a special surprise for the Chapter that has all 8 tickets and brings 
them to convention. Any Chapter with all 8 tickets will be put in for a drawing for the special Prize.  

For Co-Workers I will have a bus ticket for you for any reinstatements and re-enrollments.  
Again bring all the tickets in August and we will have special drawing for a prize. Letós get those 

Mary Becker 
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Co-Workers backéand keep them back. Make your meetings interesting. You can do itéwith 
little or no effortémake your meetings a place where friends meet. 

I have been traveling around the state and everyone has opened up their hearts and their Moose 
Homes to me and made me feel so welcome.  It has been wonderful, thank you for the kindness 
you have showed me. 

I would like to say ñthank youò to everyone who sent cards after my accident it was greatly       
appreciated.  

By the time you read this it will be time to have that nominating meeting for new officers          
2010-2011.  Please make wise decisions when picking your officers.  Only put people into office 
that want to be there and will do a good job.  Dedication and fraternalism should be at the top of 
you list of requirements. 

Remember to treat people as you would like to be treated.  Be good to each other and help each 
other.   It will go along way to making your chapter a success.  

 Thought for the Day:       "The way a team plays as a whole determines its success. You may 
have the greatest bunch of individual stars in the world, but if they don't play together, the club 
won't be worth a dime."         -    Babe Ruth  

   Letter from the I.M.A. Secretary  
     The Illinois Moose Association Mid-Year Conference will be February, 18th-
21st,2010 in Decatur, Illinois at the Decatur Conference Center and Hotel        
located at 4191 W US Highway 36. 
     Our special guests for this Conference will be General Governor                
Steven Greene from Rock Hill, South Carolina Lodge 1720 for the men and Past 
Grand Council Member Shelia Posey from West Monroe, Louisiana Chapter 
1623 for the women. 
     You will find a pre-registration form for the men elsewhere in this magazine 

and a form for the women that may be used to purchase function tickets. The Women of the Moose must 
use a separate pre-registration form available from the hostess Chapter Bloomington 173. Everyone is 
encouraged to pre-register and purchase your tickets early. Due to the requirements of our contracts with 
the hotel, tickets must be purchased in advance and will not be available at the door. Tickets will be    
available in the menôs registration area. We will be assigning table numbers for the dinners, if you desire 
to be seated with a particular group you must send in forms together and indicate that you wish to be 
seated together. Seating will be at round tables of eight. Forms will be emailed to the Lodges and      
Chapters; they are available in this publication, and on the IMA website at www.illinoismoose.org.  
       All Lodges are encouraged to participate in the money marches. We are asking for help with the    
following programs; High School Prom, Special Olympics, Safe Surfin, Scholarship, and Endowment 
Fund, checks should be made payable to Moose Charities . For Illinois Day, Youth Awareness, Make a 
Wish, and Illinois Residence checks are made payable to the Illinois Moose Association. In order to      
receive proper credit for your donations please fill out the Association donation form with the Lodge name 
and number and write a separate check for each donation with a notation on the check as to what it is for. 
A Donation form will be mailed to the Lodges and available on the IMA website at www.illinoismoose.org.       
        Every Lodge member should have received the Holiday Seals mailing. Please be sure to send in a 
donation. Contributions made will be divided between Mooseheart Child City and the Illinois Moose      
Association. 
         We are over the halfway point in the ñBe A Piece of the Solutionò campaign.  We need everyone to 
sponsor just one member. 

Ginger and I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season. 
Fraternally, 
Gerald Ashlock, Secretary 

http://www.illinoismoose.org/
http://www.illinoismoose.org/
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Illinois Moose  
Struggling to Move Forward  

 
   Several changes to the way we ñdo Businessò in our great fraternity we call 

The Loyal Order of Moose, has given unjust cause for some to question our 

leaders intentions. With doubting came apathy and a very negative attitude.   

On the other hand, I would question those members loyalty to their oath of    

membership. 

   In the case of Moose membership that oath is to increase the numerical 

strength of our order (sponsor members) and give of your substance to the best 

of your ability (donate money) In case you forgot what an ñOathò is ï 

                                        Oath ï A sworn promise to perform a duty.  

    If each of us would examine our actions both in the present as well as the past, Iôm sure we are all guilty 

of not fulfilling our ñOath of Membership.ò Quite possibly ignoring ïor forgettingðthat we, as Fraternalists, 

care for those less fortunate than you and I. Failure to increase the numerical strength of our membership    

carries a huge burden for the remaining few members that actually believe change is necessary. 

    It would serve us best if everyone was aware that membership, existing and prospective, is the        

necessary pieces of the puzzle. Increasing membership in our Moose Lodges is paramount to their very 

existence.  Without the lodge system we no longer can achieve the care and training we promised to our 

kids, nor can we provide the shelter for our seniors whom we promised contentment in their later years.  

Sadly most have expended their energy in a negative manner, criticizing, and doubting, the actions of our 

leaders.  During the changes made from time to time, Absolution was expected for lack of effort on our 

part, in promoting our fraternity, our Moose lodge. Changes in the way we do business are working.  

Change within our membership is not. 

     Iôm reminded of one example -- the ñHistory of Flight.ò  The Wright Brothers first began this journey to 

prove man can fly, in 1900 and finally in 1903 actually flew 890 feet in 59 seconds. From their efforts 

through trial and tribulation, our fore fathers learned, made changes, and today enjoy what we term the 

ñJet Ageò.   

     My point being that from 1888, the founding of our order, to the present, has evolved the greatest     

fraternal order in the world.  We did not reach this pinnacle of success without trial and error, making 

changes, time and time again.  Change will be ongoing to meet the needs of others and maintain a lofty 

standard of service to the young and old.  No other organization serves childhood and old age as we do.  

As members, active in fulfilling our Oath of Membership, helping others, we automatically receive in return 

the gift of helping ourselves. We do all this through growth in membership.   

     Retaining members in our lodge system is the greatest opportunity for lodge officers above all else.  

We do not sponsor Fraternalists, we make Fraternalists.  We encourage the member to take a step       

forward on the fraternal pathway by inviting that member to join the degree of service, the Moose Legion.  
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Once accepted they are now on the fraternal pathway to becoming a Fraternalist developing a reasoning 

that by adding strength to our efforts of caring for those less fortunate than you and I, we will succeed in 

our philanthropic efforts. A responsibility we willingly accept as the foundation of our existence.  

     ñPeople tend to stay motivated when they see the importance of the things they are asked to do.ò  Our 

Child City is in our back yard; go see it and you will be motivated.  Changes will take place over time to 

meet the needs of continuing our God given work of caring for children and seniors.  

     Illinois Moose --- once a power house in the Loyal Order of Moose continues to struggle to move      

forward.  We struggle to maintain our membership numbers, to sponsor new members.  Change is        

necessary for the very existence of the Illinois Moose Association.  Should we continue this decline in 

membership strength and fail in fulfilling our oath of membership, we become very vulnerable for a ñtake 

overò by another Association.   

     Get involved, the quickest and shortest way to crush whatever laurels you have received is to rest on 

them.  Sponsor members / give of your substance, to the best of your ability.  The Children at Mooseheart 

and the seniors at Moosehaven send their thanks for all you do -- and will do -- for them. 

     Change is ongoing, become pro-active towards these new changes and ideas. Live up to your sworn 

promise to perform a duty, there are people counting on you. 

     Membership ðisnôt everything, itôs the only thing.   

     Best wishes 

     Rollie Abell Justice 
     Supreme Forum 
     Retired Regional Manager 
 
Addendum: 

Making a Fraternalist  -- The Moose Legion 

The main ingredient in a successful move to the second 

degree is the enrollment of the Moose member at our 

Moose Legion Conferral. The enrollment Ritual performed 

properly and impressively will move the moose member 

along the fraternal pathway. 

You need to know-- The Ritual is alive and much ñBetter.ò  

It is not dead, as many members have expressed. It is up 

to each Moose Legion unit to prove how much better. I 

would expect 10 Moose Legions from Illinois to be in 

competition come Nashville at our International          

Convention.  This would announce a pro active move in 

the proper direction for Moose of Illinois. 
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COUNCIL OF HIGHER DEGREE    

Hello Everyone, 

      We hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas and will have a Very 
Happy & Healthy New Year. 

      Keep in mind that January is the month when all your ñNewò Council        
Officers take their positions. 

      Letôs start the New Year with a firm commitment that we will work the     
programs that are now in place, such as the ñMoose-A-Thonò and the letters to those members 
who are either expired or dropped. 

      The Councils should be contacting the Lodges & Chapters in their jurisdictions to help with 
their scheduled mailings and/or Moose-A-Thon. 

      The requirements to join the Council of Higher Degree is that you have to have one of the    
following degrees:  

Lodge- Moose Legionnaire, Fellowship or Pilgrim Degree  

Chapter- Academy of Friendship, College of Regent or Star Recorder 

If you would like to join the council, please contact the council in your area for further information.   

      We are available to answer any questions you might have, 
our e-mail is v.kalensky@comcast.net. 

      Looking forward to seeing all of you at the Mid-Year     
Conference in Decatur. 
 

Yours in Friendship, 

Rich & Ginger Kalensky 

Council of Higher Degree Co-Chairman  

Sickness and Distress  

      Pilgrim Bruno Wanat passed away October 21st, 2009 from Cancer.                                                        
Bruno was a member of Southwest # 44. 

                                     Pilgrim George Dix passed away October 24th, 2009.  
George was a member of Zion-Benton Lodge # 667. 

     Pilgrim Robert (Jack) Hagedom of passed away            
                     November 22nd, 2009.                                                        
  Jack was a member of the Grayville Lodge # 1960.  

 

Pilgrim Walter Spier passed away December 5th, 2009.   
He was a member of the Cahokia  # 423. 

We hope Pilgrim and Supreme Forum Member,                                 
Rollie Abell, is back to 100%. 

  We are also praying for Pilgrim and IMA Regional Manager, Ron Kozuszekôs full recovery. 

Please contact Bill Lercher if you know of any Pilgrims with health issues. 

BILL916@INSIGHTBB.COM  

mailto:v.kalensky@comcast.net
mailto:bill916@insightbb.com

