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Tommy Moose Brings Joy to Girl in E.R.  
Taylorville, ILðNorman Kirkendoll, Community Service Chairman for the        
Taylorville Moose Lodge 1516, 
was spending his day donating 
Tommy Moose do l ls  to         
emergency first responders 
when he met a young lady at          
Taylorville Memorial Hospital. 
The young lady was in the E.R. 
with a fractured forearm. Norman 
introduced Tommy Moose to the 
young lady. Pictured, from left to 
right, is Catherine Kocurek,            
Markie Kocurek and Norman Kirkendoll.  

Norman also visited Taylorville 
Fire Department. Norman was 
able to donate Tommy Moose 
dolls to members of TFD.     
Pictured, from left to right, is 
Captain Bob Dunn, Assistant 
Fire Chief Mike Crews and   
Norman Kirkendoll all holding 
a Tommy Moose doll. Pictures 
provided by Norman. 

Tom Hatcher, a past Supreme Governor of the Loyal Order of Moose, 
took the Tommy Moose program from Connecticut to the entire Moose 
Fraternity in 2003-2004, and the program turned out to be a smash hit. 

These cuddly moose dolls are donated to 'first responders' such as fire 
departments, local police, state police, ambulance companies and      
hospital emergency rooms. Moose dolls are also given to children who 
have been frightened by events beyond their control, have experienced 
violence in any form, accidents that cause injury to themselves or others, 
and family disputes.   

Throughout the life of the Tommy Moose program, the Loyal Order of the 
Moose has donated over 100,000 moose dolls to emergency first         
responders and children.  

Norman was successful having the story featured on the front page of the 
Taylorville Daily Newspaper ñBreeze Courierò on January 31st, 2010.   
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Greetings from the President 
Well, I think Spring has finally made it.  Winter has seemed to have drug 
on and on this year.  I didnôt think we were ever going to see temperatures 
above freezing.  And the snow seemed to just stay and stay. 

If you missed Mid-Year Conference at Decatur you really missed a good 
time and a few members even said they learned a few things.  We tried a 
new format and the response has been good.  Reports were held to a 
minimum time frame and everyone cooperated in seeing they didnôt go 
over their allotted times.  General Governor Steve Greene was our Official 

Visitor and we had a lot of good information given to us that we could take back to our lodges to 
be put into action.  If you have any questions about renting your lodge home or having a lodge 
fundraising function and youôre not sure whether you need special event insurance, do not      
hesitate to call his office and find out if you do or donôt.  

Now is the time to make that special push for last minute membership campaigns in your lodge or 
chapter.  Moose International has announced short term programs to end this campaign year and 
to have a jump start for the upcoming year.  Check elsewhere in this magazine for the           
Membership Department incentive programs.   

Your support of the fundraising efforts of the Illinois Moose Association was greatly appreciated 
at Mid Year.  Through your generosity over $43,000.00 was donated to the programs supported 
by this association.  Give yourselves a huge applause, ovation and even an ñatta boyò.  As you 
are striving to keep your lodges afloat each day, let us not forget that the children at Mooseheart 
and the seniors at Moosehaven are still our number one concern even through these trying times 
of monetary stress.  They are the purpose for our very existence.   

Congratulations to all the award winners at our first special awards recognition night at Mid Year.  
It was nice to have so many of you in attendance to receive your honors.  Congratulations also 
goes out to our Past State Presidents.  Your service to our association is greatly appreciated and 
we were honored to have been able to show you a little well deserved thanks for your years of 
service to our association.  Your input and expertise is always welcomed and greatly desired by 
those coming up through the ranks.   

I hope you have made your arrangements to attend International Convention in Nashville.  It 
sounds like it is going to be a great time.  Lots of good information will be handed down for our 
use in our lodges and chapters.  Come and fellowship and have some fun as we meet our lodge 
brothers and co-workers from all across this great country of ours as well as those from Canada 
and Great Britain.   

In the past few weeks I have been able to attend a District Breakfast, a Council of Higher         
Degrees Meeting, the Mid Year Conference, the State Pool Tourney in Jacksonville, Dues 
Payerôs Banquet at Mt. Morris, Make a Wish Trivia Night in Belleville, a breakfast at Bloomington, 
a surprise 50

th
 birthday party for Administrator Tony Elliott at Granite City and there was a      

common denominator in each of these and that was that at every function they were having FUN!  
If you have fun, it will make a more enjoyable experience for those attending and they will in turn 
tell others, so the next time there will be even more members there having fun.  Maybe we need 
to go back to the days of the traveling trophy in each district.  You get to keep the District Spirit 
Trophy at your lodge until some lodge brings a large group to a function at your lodge and they 
outnumber your lodge members in attendance at which time they will get to take the trophy home 
with them.  At this time a message is sent out to every lodge in your district that the new lodge is 
now the holder of the trophy and each lodge should make plans to send a group there to take it 
from them.  It could be fun and increase participation at lodge functions throughout our state.  
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ñDREAMSò 
To dream with no action is useless.  To dream with action toward reality 
is fantastic.  A dream can become reality only with the dreamerôs hard 
work, and that my friends is kind of the story of the Moose. 

Todayôs Moose is the dream of James J. Davis.  A dreamer whose hard 
work and dedication has given us the Moose we all claim to love so 
dearly.  He never let a drop of liquor touch his lips and the words ñSocial 
Quartersò never appeared in his vocabulary. 

All children are born with the dreams of their parents and when the 
dreams of the parents are shattered so are the dreams of the children.  
That is where the MOOSE stepped in to reconstruct those dreams. 

Those childrenôs dreams donôt center on the success of a lodgeôs social quarters, but rather or not 
it is a safe, clean place to sleep and a warm meal in the morning. 

The majority of our lodge and chapter leaders are constantly telling their membership what they 
want, more money, membership, or bigger participation.  You will never hear a Mooseheart Child 
ask for something they want, but always say thanks for what they have. 

Maybe there is a lesson to be learned here be more thankful for what we have and less               
demanding on what we want. 

They say seeing is believing then come and see your children on ILLINOIS DAY 09/11/2010  at 
Mooseheart.  Once you meet these children and talk to them and get to know them you will soon 
see what is more important the cost of a beer in your social quarters or the smile on a Childôs face 
as they say thank you for being a Moose and more important a part of their lives. 

We all have our dreams so why not share these with our children at Mooseheart so we can always 
relive the glimmer of hope that can be seen in each of their eyes. 

Looking forward to seeing you all on GRADUATION DAY May 22, 2010 and ILLINOIS DAY 
09/11/10. 

Thanks and God Bless 

Ron Kozuszek -  Regional Manager 

Use your thinking caps to come up with ideas to try and make things fun and profitable for your 
lodge.    

The 79
th
 Annual Convention will be held in downtown Springfield August 26-29, 2010.  Make 

plans now to attend and begin your fundraising efforts at your lodge to raise the necessary funds 

needed to send your representatives from your lodge.  Congratulations to Zion-Benton Lodge 667 

and Chapter 859 for having 30 plus members at every session at Mid-Year.  Nice job guys and 

gals, we definitely knew that ZION-BENTON WAS IN THE HOUSE!  Director General William B 

Airey will be our Official Visitor in Springfield.  We look forward to hearing his words of wisdom 

and being inspired to go out and make a difference in our lodges, communities and the lives of 

our children at Mooseheart and our seniors at Moosehaven by signing new and former members 

into this great  fraternity.  Together we can and will make a difference as we all strive to be a 

Piece of the Solution!    

Brad Bowker -  I.M.A. President                     
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Deputy Grand Regent Letter  

Thank you does not begin to express how grateful I am to everyone 
who helped make the mid year convention a success.  Everyone that 
helped made it a fun and enjoyable time.  A special Thank you to 
Bloomington my hostess chapteréthank you Ladies for everythingé
You went above and beyond to make it a weekend I shall always       
remember. 

Hopefully by now you have your new board of officers and are making 
plans for a smooth transition. 

We should be working on ending the year on a positive note and beginning the New Year with 
hope and a fist full of dreams and our sights aimed high. Membership is the one thing we can all 
work on.  Everyone needs to just sponsor oneé.one person, one friend, one relative, one          
Co-Worker.  We all know someone who does not belongé.  A neighbor, our beautician, our nail 
person, the guy that fixes our car, the girl at the dry cleanersé.there is someone in our life that 
just has not been given the opportunity to join the Women of the Moose or the Loyal Order of 
Moose.   Find them and explain our program in detail.  The last person I signed which was        
recently, said, you know I have known you for years and you have never pushed us to join but I 
see what this organization means to you and I WANT to joiné..will you sponsor me?  Sponsor 
more people and be the queen! 

The news is out our Official Visitor in August or will be then the Junior Past Grand Regent,    
Wilma Chestnut.  She will grace us with her southern charm and high level of knowledge.  I am 
sure it will be a weekend to remember.  Make your plans early.  Get those rooms booked now at 
the Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Springfield IL. 

Bus Tickets>>>>>still plenty to go around.  Get yours today.  

Co-Workers ï you get a bus ticket for every re-enrollment or reinstatement.  Get yours today!!!!  
Find that former member and get them back.   

Chapter Officersé.get your tickets for your chapteré. 

As a Chapter you can get on the bus by doing the following:  

a. Sponsoring new members  

b. Make our meetings fun  

c. Try a new fund raising project é..I want to hear all about it  

d. Retention levels lowered  

e. Two Representatives at the International Convention in Nashville  

f. Two Representatives at the convention August 2010  

g. Full board of officers and all chairs filled  

h. ½ or more of the requested donation to Catherine Smith Residence Hall remitted  

As you accomplish each of the above itemsé.I will turn around and e-mail you a ticket for the bus. 
This August there will be a special surprise for the Chapter that has all 8 tickets and brings them 
to convention. Any Chapter with all 8 tickets will be put in for a drawing for the special Prize. 

Have fun in Lodge and Chapters and work together.  This is the best survival method I know.     
Be good to each other and work with each other.  Work the programs as they are laid out. 
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Try going to a convention.  Have one or several Fund Raisers and send a Representative.  They 
will come home with tons of information and you will hear about how others are making it through 
this hard time. 

Big Thanks go to Mike Pelling for giving us ladies a page of our own on the IMA website.  Let me 
know if you have something to post.  Check it outéwe will be putting information up there for 
you.  Any suggestions are greatly appreciated. 

Be sure to check out the International website for 2-HOTT Classes, and for Training Sessions in 
your area.  Please attend these classes they are good exchange of ideas and a chance for you 
to learn. 

Fraternally yours, 

Mary BeckerðIllinois Deputy Grand Regent 
 

            ñA positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy     

              enough people to make it worth the effort.ñ 

Herm Albright (1876 - 1944)  

 
2010 Midyear Conference Donations  

 
 Loyal Order of the Moose    Women of the Moose   

                 Special Olympics          $4,568.00      $558.00           
         Scholarship                   $3,505.00      

Endowment   $7,571.77      
Safe Surfin    $3,460.00      
High School Prom  $2,065.00         $20.00   
Mooseheart Trees  $1,159.00    $1,425.00   
Youth Awareness   $3,070.00      
Illinois Day    $2,605.00      
Illinois Residence  $2,730.00      
Make A Wish   $7,771.00       $350.00   
Scouting       $325.00      
Music/Band      $150.00      
MH City/School      $795.00      
NJROTC       $100.00      
4H Club       $100.00      
Gimme 5       $432.50      
Flight 93       $200.00      
Camp Ross      $250.00      
Total                  $40,857.27        $2,353.00   

 
                                          Total Donations     $43,210.27   

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29841.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29841.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Herm_Albright/
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    Letter from the I.M.A. Secretary  
On behalf of Regional Manager Ron Kozuszek, the Executive Board, and 
the entire Association Board I want to say thank you to everyone who 
participated in the march of checks and other fundraising efforts at our 
Mid-Year Conference last month. We appreciate your generosity and the 
work the members and coworkers do for our Lodges and Chapters, the 
Association, and this great Family Fraternity. A total of contributions can 
be found on page 5 of this publication.  

A special thanks to those who contributed to the Holiday Seals Program. We had a profit 
of $4,576.01 and the Association raised $9,072.32 for Mooseheart. It is because of members 
such as you that our numerical strength and financial support will provide even better tomorrows 
for the children at Mooseheart. We are very pleased that you took an active part in this exciting 
and much needed project. Illinois is truly ñA Piece of the Solutionò. 

We no sooner finish with the Mid-Year Conference and we must start preparing for our  
annual convention. The headquarters hotel for men will be the Hilton Hotel and for the women it 
will be the Abraham Lincoln Hotel. Both hotels are located in the 700 block of Adams St. in   
downtown Springfield, Illinois. The Convention is August 26-29, 2010 and our special guests for 
this Convention will be Director General William Airey from Whitehall, Ohio Lodge 1245 for the 
men and Past Grand Regent Wilma Chestnut from Fayetteville, North Carolina Chapter 1292 for 
the women. 

Members must make their hotel reservations by July 15, 2010. A form is available on the 
Illinois Moose Association website www.illinoismoose.org. 

Everyone is encouraged to pre-register and purchase function tickets early for. The    
deadline for pre-registration is July 15, 2010; no exceptions. Illini Star tickets must be order by 
the deadline of July 15, 2010. Forms will be mailed to all Lodges and Chapters and will be     
available on the IMA website. 

The 5/25 Club Party on Friday August 26. When qualified members receive their invitation 
they must return the response card by July 15, 2010. Failure to respond by that time will result in 
the sponsor not having tickets reserved for them.  
 Your preferred members party plans should be finalized by now and be sure it is well   
publicized. This is a great sponsor incentive. 

We must intensify our efforts in membership production. This will benefit your lodge, not 
only with increased revenue, but also with increased participation in lodge activities. Sponsor just 
one is all that is being asked of you. There is someone who is just waiting to be asked. Be sure to 
mention to your prospective member the benefits being offered, as shown in the Moose            
International magazine. 
 Two important deadlines will soon be here, the R. Robert Dale Scholarship for the Class of 
2011, and the Paul P. Powell Scholarship for the Class of 2010. Both of these programs are open 
to students of Lodge and Chapter members. There should be 100% participation in these       
programs. Contact your Lodge Administrator or Chapter Recorder for eligibility requirements.  
 At our Mid-Year Conference it was approved that the Association purchase trees for the 
Mooseheart campus. The cost of this project is $15,000.00 which is about 29 cents a Loyal Order 
member of the IMA. Each unit is encouraged to hold fundraisers for this project and divide the 
profits with this program. I need to point out that donations made at Mid-Year to projects no 
longer in effect were reassigned to the Mooseheart Trees Program. 
 
Fraternally, 
Gerald Ashlock  
Secretary 
Illinois Moose Association 

http://www.illinoismoose.org/
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       GIMME 5 Endowment Fund Campaign  

  At Mid-year, I shared with the co-workers that Illinois had dropped 
to third place (California has taken the second place slot we have        
enjoyed since the start of this campaign in 2007) in the State race.   Also 
noted was that Virginia was closing fast from fourth place. Many            
co-workers felt that the ñnickel in the morning and nickel in the            
eveningò ($36.50) for the first year was their quota and stopped there.  
Unfortunately, this was and IS a FIVE-year commitment of a ñnickel in 
the morning and a nickel in the eveningò concluding on May 1

st
, 2012.  

The $182.50 was the total five-year donation we had requested for the 
five-year period.  Many of you have completed this goal and exceeded that amount ï AND WE 
ARE VERY GRATEFUL!  But chairman in the Chapters must work on the ENTIRE membership ï 
not just the few that attend meetings.  Gimme 5 was started to supplement the endowment fund to 
secure the operations of both Mooseheart and Moosehaven.  And this plea was meant for each 
and every member of our Fraternity ï not a Chapter obligation.     

Next year ï with the new line-up of chairmen, the Moose Charities Chair should be very 
busy!  The commitment for the Katherine Smith Special Needs Center at Moosehaven that is 
asked of each Chapter will be starting its second and final year, plus getting back to business with 
the fourth-year commitment for Gimme 5 that will be due.  This may mean postage, but the         
rewards are far greater than a postage stamp!  New Senior Regents must send that first letter to 
each co-worker on the roles ï what about including a plea for the Gimme 5 campaign explaining 
that each co-worker was asked to give that dime a day to insure the future of our twin cities back 
in June of 2007 and that the final campaign ends May 1, 2012 ï not that far in the future. 

Florida, of course, is number one in the Gimme 5 campaign boasting that they will not let 
Moosehaven fail for Moosehaven is in their ñhomeò state.  Well, Illinois what about Mooseheart ï 
isnôt ñsheò the HEART of it all?          

Judy Gipson, Grand Council Member                   
Moose Charities WOTM Chairman  

   

Sickness and Distress  

Our condolences to the family of Pilgrim Paul Flock of Tuscola who passed away in early February. 
Our prayers go out to Pilgrim Eldon Lavinia and his family on the passing of his wife.   

We would also ask that you pray for the family of Pilgrim Dee Heath who recently passed away.  

We are saddened to hear of the passing of Pilgrim Brad Bowkerôs mother.  Brad is 
a member of Wood River Lodge and current Illinois Moose 

Association President.  

Pilgrim Todd Kramer of Morton Grove Lodge long time   
companion and Collegiate Anna Skalon has been             

diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  We are praying that 
treatments will render the tumor operable in the near future.   

Please contact Bill Lercher if you know of any Pilgrims with 

health issues. BILL916@INSIGHTBB.COM  

mailto:bill916@insightbb.com

